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PRESS RELEASE
2017 at BOGE
The compressed air expert lays the foundation for further growth
Future investments, awards and new business models – the Bielefeld-based family-owned company BOGE can look back on a year full of high points. In 2017, the company was in step with its international customers once again with its advanced compressed air solutions. One highlight of the year was the opening of the smart factory at the head office in Bielefeld. Since September 2017, high speed turbo technology has been in series production there. The new “continuous improvement programme” was awarded a prize. This progressively enhances the compressors via ongoing further development in customer deployment. The mechanical engineering company is the first to bring this solution onto the market. Classic maintenance is therefore a thing of the past. 
BOGE has been synonymous with forward-looking compressed air solutions through intelligent engineering for 110 years. Its anniversary year saw the opening of the smart factory, and the company creating the preconditions to fulfil the high demands of individual customer compressed air solutions even better. In the digitalised factory, people, component and machine communicate with one another to produce the parts for the prizewinning BOGE HST high speed turbo compressor, specifically for the customer and to zero error quality. “Achieving this production line represented a major challenge for us”, says Wolf D. Meier-Scheuven, the managing partner. “Thanks to the advanced production technology we are now in a position to manufacture in many versions and with process reliability. This is innovative and demonstrates our response to the continuously increasing requirements of our customers.”
Innovation + compressed air = BOGE
In 2017, BOGE invested more than five per cent of its turnover in research and development; around twice as much as the average invested by companies in the mechanical engineering sector. “We increased turnover and market shares, but due to our long-term investments, we suffered calculable losses in earnings”, explains BOGE CEO Thorsten Meier. The smart factory alone cost the compressed air company around two million Euro. “We have thereby created the foundations for further growth”, says Meier.
Awards
The numerous awards in 2017 show that BOGE is on the right track. The business magazine “Handelsblatt” and the consulting company Capgemini selected the “continuous improvement programme” as the “best 4.0 industrial business solution”. The forward-looking approach has distinguished itself in creating the continuous technological further development of the machines in customer deployment on-site, as well as the innovative financing model, whereby the customer and the company share the actual energy cost savings after hardware or software updates.  Moreover, the “Family Entrepreneur” association and the Bielefeld banking association nominated Wolf D. Meier-Scheuven as the “Entrepreneur of the year 2017, East Westphalia-Lippe”, for his visionary company management and the innovative product development, among other things. The third award was received by the specialist compressed air company at the Hanover trade fair – the world’s largest industry trade fair – to celebrate 60 years’ participation as an exhibitor. 
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Caption: The BOGE managers look towards the future with optimism (from right to left: Wolf D. Meier-Scheuven, Michael Rommelmann, Gavin Monn, Ricarda Fleer and Thorsten Meier).
Über BOGE
Mit der Erfahrung von mehr als 110 Jahren gehört die BOGE KOMPRESSOREN Otto Boge GmbH & Co. KG zu den ältesten Herstellern von Kompressoren und Druckluftsystemen in Deutschland. Das Unternehmen ist einer der Marktführer. Ob High Speed Turbo-Kompressoren, Schraubenkompressoren, Kolbenkompressoren, Scrollkompressoren, komplette Anlagen oder einzelne Maschinen – BOGE erfüllt unterschiedlichste Anforderungen und höchste Ansprüche. Präzise und qualitätsbewusst. Das international tätige Familienunternehmen beschäftigt 850 Mitarbeiter, davon rund 490 am Stammsitz in Bielefeld, und wird von Wolf D. Meier-Scheuven und Thorsten Meier geführt. Seinen internationalen Kunden bietet BOGE mit zahlreichen Verkaufsbüros und Tochtergesellschaften einen umfassenden Service. Das Unternehmen liefert seine Produkte und Systeme in weltweit mehr als 120 Länder.
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